NTRO TO
APOLOGETICS

"Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be put to shame." = 1 Peter 3:14-16

DEFINITIONS

APOLOGETICS

Secular: Systematic argumentative discourse in defense (as of a doctrine).

Biblical: Apologetics attempts to render the Christian faith persuasive to the contemporary individual.

(see Matt. 22:37)

BASIC APPROACHES TO APOLOGETICS

e Internal Apologetics (What the Bible says about Christianity)

® External Apologetics (External evidence that supports Christianity)

¢ Natural Apologetics (How the cosmos points to God)

® Historical Apologetics (How history supports Christianity)

® Moral Apologetics (How the existence of morality supports Christianity)

® Prudential Apologetics (Is rejecting God prudent in light of eternal judgement?)

THE GOSPEL IS PRIMARY

® The Gospel is the power unto salvation
® Jesus commanded believers to share the Gospel

® Faith, not rational assent, is required for salvation

® The Gospel is offensive in nature, apologetics is defensive

® Salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit, not man’s arguments

“THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY QF GOD,
AND THE SKY ABOVE PROCLAIMS HIS
HA

NDIWORK." - PSALM 19



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+22%3A37&version=ESV
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